Lighting Council Australia

March 2018
A MONTHLY E-NEWSLETTER FOR MEMBERS AND
ASSOCIATES OF LIGHTING COUNCIL AUSTRALIA

ILLUMINATIONS – March 2018
Welcome to the twelfth edition of our E-newsletter, produced to keep
Members and Associates informed about developments in lighting and related
technology areas.
This newsletter will also keep you informed about new regulations, policies
and on-going consultation with Federal, State and Territory Governments as
well as key industry events. We welcome feedback and items for potential
publication.
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Apology
In the November issue of the Illuminations e-Newsletter, Lighting Council Australia
erroneously gave credit to OAK Electronics for the use of their facility for the November subindustry Group meetings. In fact, WE-EF LIGHTING are the owners of the premises and OAK
Electronics is a tenant at that address. Lighting Council Australia would like to give special
thanks to WE-EF LIGHTING for allowing the use of their Offices and Showroom. OAK
Electronics are to be thanked for organising the day.

Professor Blainey addresses Members’ Dinner
Lighting Council Australia was honoured to host Australia’s most esteemed historian,
Professor Geoffrey Blainey AC, at our Quarterly Members’ Dinner on 27 February.
Professor Blainey spoke on the history of lighting in Australia, drawing upon his deep
knowledge of Australian history and his strong interest in technology. Professor Blainey
spoke not only about lighting in the conventional sense that industry usually considers—
lamps, drivers and fixtures powered by electricity— but in terms of illumination, including the
strong connection between the lunar calendar and key historic Australian events.
The audience heard about how the soldiers and police of the Victorian and British authorities
used the lunar cycle to time their assault on the Eureka Stockade, waiting for the period
between the moon’s setting and sunrise to seize upon the protestors—who had no lamps—at
the darkest point of the night. The Kelly Gang also timed its night-time actions on the lunar
calendar, choosing the brightest evenings for their most daring horseback escapes after
performing robberies.
Professor Blainey then described the evolution of lighting products as they were experienced
by Australians, including gas, kerosene and oil lamps, through to the modern and ubiquitous
electrical lights used today.

Thermo Fisher Scientific is proud to
represent Konica Minolta in Australia
Konica Minolta has light measuring equipment to fit your individual budget and needs. Whether
you are measuring illuminance or luminance, contact us today.
www.thermofisher.com.au/KonicaMinoltaLight

Find out more at thermofisher.com.au
For Research Use Only. Not for use in diagnostic procedures. © 2018 Thermo Fisher
Scientific Inc. All rights reserved.
Trademarks used are owned as indicated on thermofisher.com.au/trademarks.
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Pictures from Members’ Dinner

David Southwick addresses Quarterly General
Meeting
Lighting Council Australia was pleased to host Mr David Southwick, MP for Caulfield in the
Victorian State Parliament and key frontbench member for the Victorian Liberal Party. Mr
Southwick is Shadow Minister for Energy, Resources, Innovation and Renewables.

Mr Southwick gave a passionate address about the need for governments to stop distorting
functioning markets. He outlined the Victorian Liberals’ position on a range of issues,
including deregulation and business matters. Mr Southwick demonstrated a strong
knowledge of problems in the VEET scheme, which subsidises lighting upgrades among
other technology types in Victorian households and businesses. He criticised the
unnecessary cross-subsidisation of product installation activities under the VEET scheme
that are funded by costs imposed at the retail level of the electricity market.

The Victorian State election will take place in November this year. If there is a
change of government, industry can be confident that Mr Southwick would bring a
great deal of subject matter knowledge and passion to the portfolio.

New LCA Treasurer
Lighting Council Australia is pleased to announce the election of Mr Khaled Khaled,
Managing Director - Pacific of Zumtobel Group to the position of Treasurer.
An engineer by background, Mr Khaled joined the Board of Lighting Council Australia in
2017 and has an extensive record in the lighting industry. Mr Khaled has a strong
commercial focus, having not only worked as a product development engineer, but also in
roles spanning across product management, marketing, sales and country CEO.

Recessed Luminaires – EL/41 Meeting
Standards Australia Committee EL/41 is a group of technical experts responsible for the
adoption, creation and adaptation of standards relating to lamps and lamp-related equipment.
This group has representatives from different stakeholder groups including manufacturers,
suppliers, consumers, regulators, and certifiers from Australia and New Zealand. Most
recently, the committee met on 6 and 7 March in Melbourne, with seven LCA representatives
in attendance.

Lighting Council Australia proposed a revision to the classifications used for recessed
luminaires on the basis of international misalignment and confusion throughout the
industry.
Currently, seven classifications exist under the Australian approach. This compares to two
used in European and international standards. The committee resolved to form a working
group—to be chaired by LCA Technical Manager Mr David Crossley—to align and potentially
consolidate classifications.

Various control gear, luminaire, and lamp standards were discussed on the basis of large
amounts of work completed in relation to pool lighting and portable lamp safety
standards. LCA representatives were also endorsed for representation on international
committees spanning projects from lighting system control protocols to emergency lighting
battery standards.

New Members
Lighting Council Australia is pleased to announce that Lowa Lighting and EGLO Lighting have
become Lighting Council Australia Members.

XED Lighting and UL International have become Associate Members of Lighting Council
Australia.

Member Profile – Mr Ariel Avner, Azoogi

Question: When did you start in the lighting industry? What do you enjoy about
lighting? If you hadn’t chosen lighting, where do you think your career might have
taken you?
I started in the lighting industry at a very young age, making my transition to Director and coowner of Azoogi a natural path. I hope to be involved in this exciting industry for many more
years to come. What I enjoy most about the industry is that it is dynamic and I enjoy the
challenge of constantly keeping up to date with new products and technological developments.
I assume that if I had not become involved in the lighting industry I would be running another
private business in another industry.
Question: Tell us about Azoogi. What motivated you to set up your own company?
Azoogi imports and assembles lighting products and operates from Sydney. Now in its 4th
year of operations, we continue to grow steadily and now supply our products to over 500
shops and distributors. I set Azoogi up with my business partner, Robert Saul, who shares my
interest in being at the cutting edge of product design. We work well together and are
constantly working to improve Azoogi’s product offerings. I was originally motivated to set up
my own company by being exposed to the sector at a young age.

Question: What are your hopes and expectations for Azoogi?
My aim is to continue our steady pattern of growth through catering to our customers’ growing
needs. We want to match the very best the market has to offer, and we know that this will only
be possible if we work hard to develop the very best products.
Question: As a relatively new member of Lighting Council Australia, what do you value
about your membership?
Our involvement with Lighting Council Australia is invaluable in improving our awareness of
market trends and compliance issues. I find Lighting Council’s technical work to be particularly
valuable.
The work of Lighting Council on regulatory matters is important too – if we can improve the
regulations, the Australian lighting industry will continue to grow. I am impressed with the level
of activity of the Lighting Council in acting as advocates for the industry.
Question: Lighting has undergone a revolution in the last decade. Where do you see
the Australian lighting industry in ten years’ time?
In general, I think the lighting industry is in good hands. There are a number of large reputable
companies that lead the market, but the market is highly competitive and generally up to date
with what is happening internationally. I expect that in the coming years we will continue to
see innovation and the development of products in Australia matching the quality of overseas
lighting industry companies.
Question: What are the biggest challenges for the lighting industry at this time?
The key challenge is how dynamic the market is, and not just in lighting. The growth of related
technologies and how they inter-relate is an opportunity and a risk to the industry. I am also
concerned about regulations proposed by the government and its unwillingness to work with
the industry on its key challenges.
Question: Can you tell us a little about yourself? What are your interests outside of
work?
Outside of work I enjoy playing soccer, basketball and watching sports. I enjoy travel and
socialising with friends.

Upcoming Events
The Sub-Industry Group Meetings for SSL and Lamps, Lighting Controls, and Street Lighting will
take place in Sydney on 1 May 2018. The Emergency Lighting group will meet in Sydney on 8
May 2018.
The next quarterly events will also take place in May in Sydney, with the Members’ Dinner on 8
May and QGM on 9 May
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